The Sword, March 1997 by unknown
"Do not be afraid; 
for I know that you 
seek Jesus who was 
crucified. He is 
not here; for he 
has risen, as he has 
said." 
Matthew 28: 5-6 
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CSP takes a look at smoking 
by Katie 011inger 
After reading responses to the recent 
"smoke" surveys, I found myself actually sympa-
thizing with Congress as they debate over contro-
versial issues like this one. 
Effective August 10th, 1997, all Concordia 
St. Paul buildings will be smoke-free all the time. 
This applies not only to lounges, hallways and 
stairwells but also to individual rooms as well. 
Smoking will be allowed only in designated areas 
outside residence halls. 
According to Sharon Krueger, the reasoning 
behind these measures is simple. Secondhand 
smoke is just as harmful to the body as smoking 
itself. More than 87% of the student body finds 
smoke bothersome and they also lend strong 
support for the no smoking policy. The intrusive 
nature of smoke makes it quite difficult to con-
tain it in one specific room. Smokers indicated  
that they did not want to be segregated, yet non-
smokers clearly stated that they would not like to 
be around smoke at all. 
As was quoted by an unnamed senior from 
CSP, "The needs of many take precedent over the 
wants of few." Far too many students are either 
allergic to smoke or just find it plain nauseating 
to continue to allow smoking in the residence  
halls. 
In a recent rather informal interview with 
Jamie Guse, who was also working on the policy, 
he mentioned that he was pleasantly surprised at 
how none of the smokers made a stink about it: 
no pun intended! There are more than likely 
going to be some unpleasant reactions to this 
Smoking Continued on page 12 
All for the love of students 
by Heidi Heintz 
Combine a College Psychology Professor, a 
devoted mother and wife, and member of the 
most important committees we have here at 
Concordia College. Who is this superwoman? 
Well, without her cape and tights, it's Professor 
Sheryll Mennicke. 
A graduate of St. Olaf with degrees in psy-
chology, urban studies and criminology under 
her belt, she originally wanted to become a thera-
pist. "I have always wanted to go into the field of 
psychology since senenth grade when we had to 
by Chris Thompson 
March Madness has hit Concordia again, and 
the games are providing a mixed bag of emo-
tions among CSP students and staff alike. The 
NCAA tournament features the top 64 Division 
One college basketball teams in the nation bat-
ding over the course of six games- for the title of 
champion. Minnesota's strong showing in the 
tourney has provided an additional spark to the 
tournament for local fans, especially CSP fans 
who can only dream of a coach who knows how 
to win. Many experts pick the Gophers to reach 
the Final Four, with a modest chance of winning  
do a report on jobs in Civics class," states 
Mennicke. After St. Olaf she spent five years in a 
clinical setting and then went back to graduate 
school in psychology at the University of 
Minnesota. During this time she was the coordi-
nator for undergraduate psychology and super-
vised teaching assistants. This is the time in her 
life when she realized how much she loved the 
art of teaching and that it was what she wanted to 
do with her life. Because she never had a strong 
female academic role model, her desire to be a 
mentor to female students is important to her. 
the championship. Regardless, the Chevrolet 
Coach of the Year winner Clem Haskins has 
shown that Minnesota deserved a tournament 
birth last year. 
A look around the campus shows just how 
far reaching the tournament is. Class attendance 
is down (or else a lot of people happen not to 
have a single class after 11:00 a.m.) and several 
tournament pools have sprung up. "This is the 
first tournament I've seen in a long time where 
the number one seeds are so dominant that there 
seems to be no competition for them," says one 
disgruntled underdog fan. 
Mennicke had a plan for her life. After her 
marriage she wanted two children. She would be 
a full-time mother for about four years and then 
Mennicke Continued on page 2 
Students and staff are proudly wearing the 
colors of their favorite teams and as teams are 
eliminated, their fans take a lot of light hearted 
ribbing (just ask Geoff Klaas about Illinois). 
This year's tournament has provided several 
upsets so far with more than a dozen low seeds 
beating high seeds through the first two rounds. 
Look for this trend to continue as the David's of 
the world knock off the big guys on their way to 
the national championship. I} 
They've all gone mad 
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
This is not college as we know it 
You'll learn by doing through Research Explorations, a University of Minnesota 
program that offers you real-world experience as a research volunteer. 
Join a research team and study the colonial life of Honduran Indians, measure the leaching of 
pesticides in groundwater, identify and catalog Egyptian relics. You'll also be exploring career 
possibilities, adding to your résumé, doing something you're interested in, and earning 
college credit (optional for most projects). 
What does it take to make a REX volunteer? Whether it's in the laboratory, in the field, or in the 
community, the principal requirements are curiosity, adaptability, and a willingness to learn about 
and support important research. Commitment can vary—perhaps a few hours a week each quarter, 
maybe an intensive two-week immersion this summer. A sampling of recent projects includes . 
Measurement of 02 and pH in Muscle 
Jane Goodall Data Conservation 
Movement Disorders Research 
Hearing in Infants 
Mood Disorders 
Cultural Diversity in the Workplace 
Origins of English Words 
Relationships in. Adoptive Families 
Fish and Mussels Research 
Aluminum Toxicity and Bone Development 
.. and many more 
Most do not require special skills. You can be involved. To reserve your spot in an informa-
tion meeting (parking provided) or for more information call 
(612) 624-5092 
A flat special fee is charged for instruction and participation in REX projects (usually $180); credit registra-
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WE'LL ERASE YOUR 
COLLEGE LOAN. 
If you're stuck with a student loan that's not 
in default, the Army might pay it off. 
If you qualify, we'll reduce your debt—up 
to $65,000. Payment is either Y3 of the 
debt or $1,500 for each year of service, 
whichever is greater. 
You'll also have training in a choice 
of skills and enough self-assurance 
to last you the rest of your life. 





ARMY. BE ALL YOU CAN BE: 
or visit us on the web 
at www.mnarmy.com  
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News 
Two student writers to be honored, are you one? 
The annual Student Writing Contest is here 
again. This is your chance to showcase your writ-
ing abilities and possibly win a generous cash 
prize. Once again there will be two awards given 
out. 
The first award is the Kaden Short Story 
Award. This award seeks to recognize student 
short story writers at Concordia College. All 











short stories are welcome. 
The second award is the Lange Writing 
Award, established by the division of Humanities. 
This year's category is creative writing other than 
short stories. A cash award is being provided 
compliments of Minnesota's Credit Union. 
Any work you have written, be it for plea-
sure or for a class, may be submitted. Simply  
include a clean copy with a cover sheet that 
includes your name and phone number. Your 
name must not appear on the manuscript itself to 
ensure blind readings. Members of the English 
Department will read and judge all entries. This 
contest is open to all Concordia students and 
awards will be presented after a special chapel 
this spring. 
The deadline for both awards is April 15, 
1997. Direct questions and submit entries to Dr. 
Susan Pratt, A-115 (641-8221) or send e-mail to 
pratt@luther.csp.edu . 
Top ten things better 
than heaven 
Twinful dynamics 
Want a job 
that's right 
on target? 
ACR has what you've been aiming for! 
ACR Homes has PT/FT positions as Program Counselors in our group homes. 
Work in a fun environment to provide support and services to people with 
developmental disabilities. You can earn money, help make a difference in 
a life and gain experience for your future! 
$8. 00-$9 . 00/hour. 
HOURS — Flexible morning, evening, weekend and awake night hours available 
WHERE — Our homes are in the North suburban metro area— close to you!  
TRAINING — No experience necessary, we'll train you for free! 
Call Kari today for more information. 
(612) 488-9991 
AN EEO/AA EMPLOYER 
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Expect the unexpected 
by Walter Jones 
It's May 16 and you're sitting in your 
dorm room doing nothing, thinking, "There 
must be something to do on campus 
tonight." You yawn, look at the clock, not-
ing that only two minutes have passed since 
the last time you checked. What can you  
do? Suddenly you remember, "Tonight's the 
opening of the theatre department's pro-
duction of Anything Goes!" What could be 
better ? You jump to your feet, call a few 
friends suffering from the same distressing 
situation, and rush to the theatre building. 
Just in time! You grab your tickets, and find 
your seats as the lights of the E.M. Pearson 
Theatre dim. 
With music written by the famous Cole 
Porter in the 1930's, Anything Goes is a mas-
terful mix of intricate tap numbers and hilar-
ious farcical comedy about a couple of stow-
aways on a 1933 ocean liner bound for 
England. The story follows the romantic fol-
lies of Billy Crocker, a would-be stock mar-
ket executive and ladies man, and Reno 
Sweeny, a night-club singer turned evange-
list. Our other main characters include 
Hope Harcourt and her fiancé Sir Evelyn 
Oakley. To make a long story short, Billy 
falls in love with Hope, and Reno falls in 
love with Sir Evelyn. Everything must be 
straightened out before the boat reaches its 
final destination. 
"In the meantime," says the show's 
director, Michael Charron, "the story pro-
vides an excellent excuse for some great 
song and dance numbers." 
The show originally made it big in 1962, 
when it. was revised from its first version. It 
then had another big comeback in 1988 with 
another revision. 
"We are really combining the best of 
the 1962 and 1988 versions to create our 
own Concordia version," says Charron, who 
chose Anything Goes this year as his 50th 
play directed. "There's really no moral mes-
sage to speak of," says Charron. "It's just 
pure entertainment." 
The cast of over thirty has already 
begun rehearsals and is very excited about 
the show. In order to accomplish the 
show's difficult tap numbers succesfully, 
members of the cast, including Charron, 
took a series of optional tap dancing lessons 
from Janet Hein, the show's choreographer. 
The cast will perfect their tap skills as 
rehearsals progress. Charron says that "[It's] 
not what [people] will take away [from the 
show], its what they'll leave behind. They'll 
leave their troubles and tension behind and 
walk out humming songs from the show." 
Anything Goes is set to open on May 
16 and run Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays 
through May 25. For Tickets and more 
information, call the Concordia Fine Arts 
ticket line at 641-8742. 
by Matt Weiss 
I don't know how many people who 
read this article will profess rap to be their 
favorite kind of music, but for me, this is 
most certainly true. To me, rap beats and 
the arts of deejaying and M.C.ing have a way 
of making me move as no other kind of 
music can. There is something about hear-
ing smooth lyrics flow off a tight beat that 
makes me give my respect to it. 
Unfortunately, I have had a hard time find-
ing rappers whose lyrical content coincides 
with my beliefs. Lately it has been extreme-
ly rare for me to find a rap group who has 
good beats, good lyrical content, and phat 
lyrical flow. When I come in contact with 
such a group, I get excited and tell every-
one I know about it (much to my mom's 
frustration). 
In this light, I'm writing to tell you 
about the Dynamic Twins, whose album is 
called "Above the Ground" (Metro One 
Inc.). They are two brothers from California 
who are blowing up the spot with their mes-
sage about Jesus Christ. Words roll off their 
tongues like hot butter in June. I haven't 
been this impressed with a music group in a 
long time. Their tag-team combination of 
lyrical sugar is cooler than a fan. It's time to 
get out of your seat and see for yourself how 
dynamic these two can get. 
If you don't believe me, find me in the 
ministry center or in the SEASA office some 
time and you can see for yourself. There is 
no half-stepping on this album, so check 
the facts and ease your mind. 
• • 4 
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A View from the tunnel 
Pastor Gerry's advice to the lovelorn 
by Gerry Coleman 
Campus Pastor 
Remember dating? Dating was something 
done in the old days by decent people in search 
of companionship. Despite what the folklore 
says — you don't really trust folklore, do you? —
in many respectable circles dating actually .carried 
no obligations. People went on dates to enjoy 
good conversation, perhaps a meal, an entertain-
ment event. It was something to anticipate, 
something special to chase away life's drabs. 
After the date, the individuals were free to see  
each other again if that seemed like an enjoyable 
prospect, and equally free to pretend in "Mission 
Impossible" fashion that they had no previous 
knowledge of each other's existence. There was 
something to be said for such an arrangement, as 
I can,tell you from some from personal experi-
ences which transpired long enough ago to be 
thought of as history. 
Dating seems to have gone the way of 
records. (Remember records? You know, the 
vinyl platters which you played on your 
turntable?) Well never mind. Let's just say that 
dating seems to have fallen on hard tittles. At 
least here at CSP it has. In the intimate fishbowl 
of college life here, a couple who goes out on a 
date one time is as good, as married. They are 
each other's chattel property. Off the market. 
Signed, sealed, delivered. After all, possession is 
nine tenths of the law. 
I wonder if we recognize the way in which 
we've been manipulated by the media in this 
regard. The Hollywood industry works pretty 
hard to plant in our minds a picture of persistent  
passionate romance (with or without the benefit 
of marriage), and works even harder at getting us 
to believe that we are those stars on the screen. 
All young. All beautiful. All perfect tens. All peo-
ple who look great in swimsuits or less. The ben-
eficiaries of this are the studios and the advertis-
ers, who want us to buy swimsuits. And though 
most of us don't exactly relish the thought of 
being seen in our swimsuits, we somehow believe 
that there's something wrong with us if we're not 
embroiled in our own fiery romance. It's on the 
movie screen. It's on the TV. It's in our minds 
and in our expectations. We deserve it. 
Hollywood promised. So dating becomes the 
playground on which we try to actualize the fan-
tasies we've been programmed to believe are our 
own. 
My friends from Concordia/River Forest 
inform me that they call their mug book "the 
meat book." "Is that, m-e-e-t?" I asked. "No," 
they replied. "Meat, m-e-a-t." Hmmm. Let me 
think about that one. I know of people here at 
CSP who use the mug book regularly to scope  
out prospects. What they don't realize is that 
they'd be better off actually talking to people. 
Some of them might become friends. And some 
of them might become friends for a lifetime. And 
some of them might, to their own great and 
delightful surprise, marry each other, as Elizabeth 
and I did 18 years ago, after several years of being 
friends. 
Lighten up, lighten up. Enjoy dating as a 
way of cultivating relationships. (Remember rela-
tionships?) It just may be that when you quit 
;auditioning partners for the fantasy of your life, 
you may find some interesting people with whom 
to enjoy the reality of today. The only draw 
back is that it may cost you a little money; 
(Remember money?) 
And remember, we're not all perfect tens'. 
Liberate yourself from the notion that you 
deserve perfection. Some of us are geeks. And 
it's OK to love a geek. Elizabeth did. 
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UNIVERSITY OF UPS 
This is to acknowledge that 
Your Name Here 
has the opportunity to complete his/her education 
and have a great part-time job at UPS. 
UPS offers the following: 
•$8-9/hr starting wage 
•Tuition Reimbursement up to $1,000/yr 
•Various evening shifts 
•Paid vacations and holidays 
•1\10 weekends 
UPS JOBLINE 1-888-877-3800 
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Customer Service 
With a Leader 
We're Knott's Camp Snoopy, the world's largest indoor themed amusement park, anti 
one of the top 10 family vacation destinations in the world. 
TUITION REIMBURSEMENT is now available to eligible full and part-time 
employees! Qualify for up to $1,000 per year toward your college degree. 
Whether you're looking for a full-time career or a part-time job to help pay for 
school, we've got the unique opportunity for you! We offer a wide range of guest 
service careers in Park Operations, Food Service, and Merchandise. 
In addition to tuition reimbursement we offer exceptional growth opportunities, 
flexible schedules to fit your lifestyle, a safe and friendly atmosphere, great pay, 
paid training, and discounts at stores throughout Mall of America. 
Apply today at Employment Services, Knott's Camp Snoopy, 2nd level, North Side, 
M-F 12pm-6pm. Or call our Employment Services Hotline at (612) 883.8JOB (8562). 
See Your Campus Career Office 
for Interview Dates! 
The Minntertainment Company 
Equal Opportunity Employer 
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A view from the couch 
by Rich Davenport 
Well, guys and gals, it's that time of year 
again. The time when the best will be crowned 
and the stars will glimmer- their brightest. Oscar 
time once again. There are many films that 
deserve nominations and kudos but few will be 
deigned to be the best of the best. Instead of 
reviewing the present Academy Award nominees, 
I have decided that a nostalgic view of our little 
golden buddy is in order. Plus, I am still as poor 
as Oliver and have seen no new movies to speak  
of. 
In 1972, the Oscar for best film went to The 
Godfather, directed by Francis Ford Coppola and 
Written by Mario Puzo. The sweeping epic 
chronicled the change of regimes for a New York 
crime family, the Corleones. The Godfather was 
beautifully and artistically directed and written, 
with a cast which consisted of many stars large, 
small, and yet to be. Marlon Brando starred as 
Don Vito Corleone, a crime boss who was fed up 
with the illegitimate business his family was 
engaged in. By voicing his opinions on the gam-
bling and prostitution industries which fueled the 
New York underground, Vito angered the Dons 
of the other families. An attempt is made on his 
life, and triggers a full scale gang war on the 
streets of Manhattan. The manner in which 
Coppola forms the story into a circle of sorts is 
genius, with a bitter, two sided irony in the final 
scenes that is legend in the industry to this day. 
Al Pacino made his big break in this one, which 
also starred James Caan, Talia Shire and Robert 
Duvall. I give it five grunts for its temperamental, 
touching story set in 1940's New York. 
The best thing about the Oscars is that, like 
in many other competitions, a little guy comes  
from nowhere to win it all. In 1980, this was the 
case with the Academy Award for best picture. 
Ordinary People, Robert Redford's directorial 
debut was not a favorite of movie fans (let's face 
it—if you had a choice between Empire Strikes 
Back or a movie about suicide and everything 
falling apart, wouldn't you pick Empire?) but 
walked away on Oscar night with awards for Best 
Director, Best Adapted Screenplay, and Best Film. 
Why? Powerful, human portrayals by Mary Tyler 
Moore, Donald Sutherland, and Judd Hirsch. The 
story centers around a young man whose brother 
died in a boating accident years ago. The young 
man tortures himself emotionally. Of course 
when you feel like you want to be dead, it always 
helps to have a cold, unfeeling mother and a 
father who is afraid to rock the boat to get some 
help for a family in grief, right? The story is as 
such that it touches on subjects to which we can 
all relate: grief, pain, and acceptance. I found 
myself in tears at the end of the movie, and any-
one who knows how hard life can really be will be 
in the same boat. Four and a half grunts, as I was 
not as impressed with the directing as the 
Academy apparently was. 
Rounding out what seems to be coming off 
as a "Thirty Years of the Oscars" salute, we have 
Forrest Gump. The runaway hit of the 1994 
Academy Awards, taking Best Actor (Tom Hanks) 
Best Director (Robert Zemeckis), Best Adapted 
Screenplay, Best Visual Effects, and Best Film 
Editing. The story is just your basic small town 
guy makes it big but doesn't know it. Forrest is a 
feeble minded man who goes through life with a 
hilarious and heartwarming simplicity. He falls in 
love and fights in Vietnam and creates a shrimp 
business. The special effects were worth the 
Awards appearance by themselves, the artists suc-
cessfully placed Tom Hanks in the presence of 
John F. Kennedy, and Richard Nixon, to name a 
few. The story is touching, the music is uplifting 
and the performances of Sally Field and Tom 
Hanks are of the highest quality. Four and a half 
grunts. Would have been five, but you can only 
tolerate so much "Run Forrest! Run!" in the span 
of one movie. 
So keep your eye on the Oscars, kids. It's a fun 
way to spend an evening and the onstage perfor-
mances at the Academy are worth the year-long 















by Amity Foster 
Do you ever think back to your teenage years? 
Those wonder years when you worried constant-
ly about acne, puberty, and the opposite sex.? A 
lot of us had some pretty traumatic experiences 
back then and we remember them vividly. Nick 
Twisp has all of our stories beat. He is the main 
character in C.D. Payne's book, Youth In Revolt. 
Just imagine your worst teenage experience and 
triple it and you've got Nick's life. It is a bil-
dungsroman novel (for those. of you who aren't 
English majors, this means coming of age story). 
This book is written in the form of Nick's journal 
and even looks like a spiral bound notebook. It 
is a big book, but Nick's life is so funny that you 
can finish it in a couple of days. 
As you read the book, you soon find out that 
Nick's life revolves around his love, Sheeni. He is 
willing to do (and does) anything for her, even if 
it means disobeying his parents and the law. 
Nick eventually becomes a wanted person in one 
state, a citizen of another country (sort of), and a 
runaway from his parents. These are only a few 
of Nick's adventures and there are several more. 
The story ends with a twist that will shock every- 
one. 
The second book, Way Past Cool, by Jess 
Mowry is also a coming of age story. While Youth 
In Revolt is mostly pure imagination, this novel is 
almost too realistic. It is set in Oakland, California 
and deals with gangs and kids. The story revolves 
around a group of about five middle-school boys 
who have created their own gang. They call 
themselves the friends and they are. These boys 
give a definition to what a real friend is. They do 
everything for each other, even get shot. This 
book really made me think about gangs and how 
they affect kids. I have read about teenagers get-
ting involved in garigs, but never really little kids. 
I knew little kids joined gangs, but this book just 
put that fact right in my face. 
Even though it deals with dangerous themes, 
the book still has a thread of hope running 
throughout it. Mowry puts gang deals and guns 
on one page and then on the next, you read 
about a high school girl who is doing her best to 
stay away from drugs and the gangs that sur-
round her. This story does end semi-happily, and 
somehow you know things will work out okay for  
everybody. 
Both of these books are about growing up, but 
in two completely different ways. One is humor-
ous and the other one is a lot more serious. You 
can probably find pieces of your own life in both 
of them which is why these are both great books 
to read.t 
by Chris Thompson 
"For we can not help but speak of what 
we've seen and heard!!" (Acts 4:20) That's 
the motto of the members of the Concordia 
Mission Society this year. You've probably 
seen them in the halls, they're the tan ones. 
Tan? Yes! That's because they spent their 
Spring Break in Fort Myers, Florida. 
Envious? You should be, but not because of 
the tans and the warm weather they encoun-
tered as Minnesota continued to be pelted 
with storms. You should be envious 
because this group of twenty-seven stu-
dents, along with advisor Paul Mueller, were 
able to help people in the southwest Florida 
region and spread the good news of Christ 
as well. That's something to be envious of! 
CMS flew to Fort Myers Saturday, 
March 1, where they met up with CSP stu-
dent Heidi Bierlein who is fulfilling her 
internship requirements at St. Michael's 
Lutheran Church. Bierlein arranged for a 
gymnasium for the group to use for housing 
and helped schedule a variety of outreach 
events for the group over the course of the 
week. Among these events were helping 
teach at the elementary school at St. 
Michael's, tutoring and clearing land at the 
Catholic Hispanic Social Services, working at 
a foodbank and helping some of the elderly 
people of the area with cleaning and other 
tasks. In addition, the group did some can-
vassing for St. Michael's and another area 
church. 
In addition to the Spring Break trip 
which is an annual tradition, this y6.r CMS 
has tried to have more of an influence in the 
local community by helping at a nursing 
home as well as a food shelf and a soup 
kitchen. 
"We feel you shouldn't have to travel 
far away to do mission work. You can have a 
heart for missions and do it around here. 
God has showed us His great love and we 
want to show it to others," says CMS 
President Dawn Gilles. Mission accom-
plished! 
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by Tim Brasher and Lydia 
Wittman 
Perhaps spending thirtysome long, 
sweaty hours on a crowded bus with an 
assortment of almost forty musicians may 
not sound like an ideal way to spend Spring 
break. Any of the CSP band members, how-
ever, would tell you otherwise. Spreading 
God's word through music across the coun-
try proved to be a growing and bonding 
experience like no other for these student 
musicians. 
Freshman Aaron Erkkinen, one of CSP's 
esteemed low-brass players, said of his first 
band tour, "It was a great opportunity to 
witness and to be ambassadors for our 
school." 
Under the directing talents of Professor 
Michael Scott, the band traveled from city to 
city, state to state, and country to   well 
never mind. The band played concerts at 
churches for audiences that varied in num-
ber in the states of Minnesota, Illinois, 
Missouri, Tennessee, - Kentucky, and 
Wisconsin. Each night the band members 
stayed at the homes of hospitable host fami-
lies. 
After a unique experience with a host 
family in Chattanooga, TN, Esther Finkel 
cautioned, "Beware when staying with 
strangers because my host family took the 
liberty of renaming me Frances. I guess 
they thought it was similar enough to 
Esther." 
The band enjoyed a night off in 
Nashville, TN, to relax and enjoy the fruits 
of Country Music's capital city. Some activi-
ties included dining at the Hard Rock Cafe, 
perusing local guitar shops, relaxing in the 
classy Renaissance Hotel, and attempting a 
top side acid grind on a rail in the memorial 
park area. They traveled as a group to the 
Opryland Hotel to spend a few quality hours 
relaxing. 
"One of the best parts of tour was 
spending time at the Opryland Hotel. The 
Band Continued on page 12 
by Win Bruhl 
During Spring Break, 21 participants and students traveled in Mexico 
studying the arts and culture of our southern neighbors. The trip began early 
on the morning of Saturday, March 1, and ended late on Sunday, March 9, just 
in time to begin the new academic quarter the following day. Pre-conquest 
groups such as Zapoteca, Teotihuacanan, and Aztec were among the cultures 
visited and studied. Locations were in and around Mexico City, the largest 
city in the world, and within the state of Oaxaca in southern Mexico where the 
weather was surprisingly cool despite being so close to the equator. 
In addition to climbing pyramids and visiting tombs, the National 
Museum of Anthropology in Mexico City provided an excellent introduction to 
this part of the study experience. Students also were introduced to contem-
porary issues related to Mexican economic, political and social issues includ-
ing "street children," women's initiatives, social justice and contemporary 
"popular art." 
A special unscheduled activity was provided by the eruption of the vol-
cano Popocataptl, one of many active volcano peaks in the rim that surrounds 
the valley of Mexico. The study trip was sponsored by the Department of Art 
and was led by professors Win Bruhl and Keith Williams. A similar trip is 
planned for next year. 
N., 
'***„;44, - 't 
What a relief! 
Thursday, March 20, 1997 	 ' 	 Page 10 
41-- t . 
Baseball swings freely in FL sun 
by Jon Krueger 
Sunny Florida lived up to its name as the 
1997 Comet baseball team returned with pealing 
skin and a promising 3-6 record. 
Though 3-6 looks a bit shaky on paper, 
Coach Mike Streitz had nothing but praise and 
anticipation for his squad. The Comets were 3-1 
versus like opponents (either NAIA or NCAA III 
schools), and lost by two or fewer runs on three 
occasions. 
The team didn't waste any time on the trip, 
hitting the field for their first outing on grass just 
hours after stepping off the plane. The team's 
first win came five games into the trip, resulting 
in an offensive explosion of 13 runs over NAIA 
nationally ranked Belmont, TN. 
The Comet's gift wrapped Freshman pitcher 
Todd Zuelzke's first college win with an 11 run, 
55 minute bottom of the 4th. Seventeen Comets 
went to the plate that inning. 
After a 6-2 loss to NCAA II Clarion, PA, the 
squad got back on track with two consecutive 
wins; Moravian, PA, and Clinch Valley, VA, respec-
tively. Junior Brian Herrman and Freshman 
Randy Hagar picked up their first wins in these 
games. The team lost a close one to 
Susquehanna, PA, before returning home. 
"We have to be an iron man squad," 
says Coach Streitz of his 15 man roster, the small-
est he has ever had. Ultimately, Streitz thinks 
that the downsize will be a strength, providing a 
tighter knit unit. 
"Eric Schutte is playing phenomenal base-
ball," says Streitz of Eric's individual performance,  
including a .464 batting average, five stolen bases, 
and better than solid play in centerfield. He 
topped off his trip with an in the park homerun. 
Says Streitz, "He hit the ball to the deepest part of 
the park and just ran his tail off." 
Though Junior pitcher Scott Hollingsworth 
came home with a 2-0 record, he picked up 
where he left off last year with some strong per- 
formances, and managed to bat 
.333 for average. Junior Dave 
Johnson was also his usual pesky 
self to opposing pitchers, batting 
a solid .387. 
The comets were successful 
despite losing the play of Senior 
Scott Boettcher to illness during 
the trip. 
Above all, Coach Streitz raves about the men-
tal strength of this year's team. The Comets are 
maturing quickly and will try to improve on last 
year's third place finish in the NAIA district play-
offs. 
The Comets will face Clarke College on 
Wednesday night, March 26, in the Metrodome 
following the Gopher game (approx. 9:30 p.m.). 
Young team gives track bright future 
Tear up the wall 
by Ryan Knolh-naier 
The campus is quiet with stressful anticipation. 
Every student is isolated in his or her dorm room, rock-
ing in a compulsive sway, chewing away at his or her fin-
ger nails, praying for the torture to end. The torture 
won't end though. The snow keeps falling, the biting 
wind from the north continues to whistle against their 
windows, and spring seems like forever-away. As the 
entire campus sits in anxiety, every mouth utters, "Will 
the outdoor track season ever get here?" The thought 
of high jumps and relays comfort the tortured campus, 
but only momentarily, and then the long, painful wait 
for Spring and track and field begin. They all dream that 
soon the snow will melt and reveal a waiting track, soon 
the starter's pistols will be firing again . 
All right, so that is a stretch. But, this Spring is 
promising excitement for Concordia's growing track 
teams. Admittingly, small-college track and field will 
never have 50,000 teeming and screaming students in 
the stands, but after talking to track coach Brian 
Schmidt, one finds much to be exdted about and many 
reasons for students to go to a couple meets this Spring. 
This young, developing program is starting to emerge 
from infancy and is becoming a strong, praise-worthy 
Program. 
Schmidt led both the men and the women to 
conference titles in the indoor season, and with a good 
combination of youth and experience and the roster 
growing rapidly, track fans can't help but let their 
mouths water when they think of the good things to 
come. 
A very good cross country and indoor season for 
Comet runners have raised the bar of expectations for 
this Spring. This is by far the best team that Concordia 
has suited up, exponentially better than the inaugural 
team of four years ago. The roster is bigger, and the  
upperclassmen have more experience in college track, 
while more and more freshman are making- the corn-
mitrnent to nun for the Comets. 
Three seasons ago Concordia gave birth to a track 
team. Only ten men and two women decided to show 
up that year, so one can imagine the enthusiasm that 
the coaches must have after 41 men and women (26 
men and 15 women) told Coach Schmidt that they 
want to run, and run like the wind. 
Brady Breyer and Jonathan Brietbarth will be lead-
ing the men Comets in battle this term year as co-aip-
tains. Brietbarth, a distance runner, and Breyer, who 
will run the 200 meter dash, are pillars of experience 
along with other upperclassmen. It is that experience 
that will make the difference between mediocrity and 
excellence for this team, but a unique aspect to both the 
men and women is how much of a contribution fresh-
men and sophomores will make. Of the 26 men, 14 are 
freshmen, a fact that does not daunt Schmidt, but rather 
excites him. He stresses long-improvement, and the 
improvement of the team as a whole. This year's 
seniors and jumps juniors are a testament to his ability 
to apply his theories. 
Elder team leaders, other than the captains, will 
be Seniors Andy Bicek (throws, '90 Most Improved 
Player), Chris Brown (distance, 95/96 College Athlete of 
the Year, two-time All-Conference), and Junior Alex 
Payne, who was All-Conference twice and qualified for 
nationals last year. The strengths of the men's team will 
probably be the relays and the throwers, which benefits 
from the experience of Bicek and Dan Bums and the 
strength of freshman Matt Johnson and Matt Woodford. 
For the women, who have yet to create an identi- 
ty for themselves, they will hardly be the Invisible 
Women anymore. Rather, they are a strong and diverse 
group of talented women who have Schmidt equally as 
optimistic as he is for the men. The women's team is 
even younger than The men's and have yet to appoint a 
captain. Look for Dawn Gilles to be the senior leader 
and Jessica and Kari Breitzknietz, both of whom had 
celebrated high school careers, to make a noticeable 
contribution as freshmen. 
With strong and well-trained teams, a good com-
bination of youth and seniority, the Concordia track 
teams have a bright outlook on this Spring and beyond. 
by John Hanneman 
As a new student this year, I was looking for-
ward to joining the climbing club. It was sup-
posed to include "recreational indoor climbing 
and informal instruction," just as the co-cirricular 
activies, clubs, and organizations sheet stated. 
But during Welcome Week I found that the 
climbing wall was not operational for a couple of 
reasons. There was no one certified to 
supervise/instruct. And no equipment? "How 
can a college have a climbing wall for three years 
and not own the equipment to run it?" I won-
dered. 
I saw a need just as many others did; some-
thing had to be done. The Yellow Pages revealed 
Vertical Endeavors (VE), a local indoor rock 
climbing gym. Their 56 hour instructor course 
was a mere $199. It was well worth the money. I 
learned a great deal about a sport I originally 
knew little about. Passing a 27 page written final 
and a two hour oral final completed my certifica-
tion. 
Though even I can't see into the future, there is a very 
strong possibility that this year's team is just a tSte  of 
what is to come. Schmidt has on his hands a young 
team that continues to expand and get better everyday, 
if it continues to grow at this rate, when this year's huge 
group of freshmen get older, wiser, and stronger, we 
may see Concordia be a track and field giant that may 
make other teams cower and run the other way. 
After inquiring about equipment, the knowl-
edgable VE clerk informed me about a 20% dis-
count to institutions. CAB shelled out enough 
money for 4 ropes along with the equipment 
needed to use them. For now, eight people can 
use the wall at one time. If there is enough inter-
est shown, more funds should become available. 
If you looked forward to using the wall as much 
as I did, let it be known that there is no longer 
the barrier that once existed—just a wall. Climb 
on! 
Track & Field 
' March 21 
March 22 
April 12 
at Glendale College, AZ 
at University of Arizona 
at Dordt College 
Need Bucks for, 
...donate 
Earn up to $200 
your first month by 
donating life-saving 
plasma. Open 7 days 
a week, college ID 
accepted with proof of 
SS #. Call for more 
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Athlete of the month 
by Jon Krueger 
The brisk late April Minnesota wind 
sweeps over the crowd of Concordia 
Baseball's most faithful, element enduring 
fans as they get lost in their blankets. But 
suddenly, from the speakers flows the beau-
tiful chorus of the Village People's -YMCA" 
and the crowd rises to attention. This could 
only mean one thing. Medlo is about to step 
to the dish for a mid-afternoon meal. 
The reconstruction of Senior Captain 
Jon Medlo over the off season will only 
intensify the reception he received last sea-
son. The Comet's starting catcher dropped 
from 245 pounds during the season last year 
to 195 pounds when he reported to camp 
this year. 
According to Meds, his new body is a 
result of better eating habits, a tough sum-
mer job, and five days a week in the weight 
room. He is in the best physical condition 
of his life. 
"Being able to catch all but five innings 
of every game in the Florida heat is a result 
of hard work in the off season and incredi- 
ble stamina," says Coach Mike Streitz. "He 
works hard and is an excellent team leader." 
In addition to catching all but five 
innings, Medlo posted a .333 average at the 
plate. Not bad for a guy who talks about 
when he went "0 for Florida" in his fresh-
man season. He also posted his first career 
stolen base, a statistic never before fath-
omed. 
Medlo was also the starting center on 
the football team. "It takes a lot of commit-
ment and a love for sports, along with good 
time management to be a two sport athlete," 
says Medlo, "and a lot of late nights." 
Meds originally came to Concordia to 
play football, and if it wasn't for Streitz hav-
ing asked him to tryout for the baseball 
team, he wouldn't be the two sport phenom 
he is today. 
In his first tryout four years ago, Meds 
struck out three times, but for some reason, 
Streitz kept him on the squad. Jon speaks 
of his coach as a great-motivator who is 
often misunderstood at times, but every 
decision he makes is for the welfare of the  
team. 
Medlo credits much of his 
growth as an athlete to the support 
of his family and friends, but more 
specifically his roommates who 
motivated him in the weight room. 
He has become one of the smartest 
players on the team, thanks to 
many years of instruction under 
Streitz, and more recently, under 
assistant coach Dave Lindstrom 
who has helped him further devel-
op as an all around better catcher. 
Medlo also talks about how fun the 
game has been for him, thanks to 
long time fellow players like Scott 
Boettcher and Phil Hahn. 
Jon is enthusiastic about the 
potential for the coming season. It is the 
team's goal to win the conference and place 
higher than third in districts to earn a 
regional tournament bid. Meds also looks 
forward to beating up on St. Scholastica. 
Medlo is a Physical Education Major 
with an emphasis in sports management,  
and will graduate next winter. 
If you don't know who he is, you will if 
you come to a Comet Baseball game this 
year. He's the one covered from head to 
toe in filth, and you can smell him from a 
mile away. He's not afraid of getting dirty, 














at Fort Myers, FL 
April 4-6 








Marion (at the Dome) 5:00 p.m. 
March 26 
Clarke (at the Dome) 	9:30 p.m. 
March 27-29 









Attention Graduates  
The Concordia College 
Bookstore announces... 
Ring Days 
April 14th & 15th 
(Monday & Tuesday) 
4:00-6:00 p.m. 
Outside of Tier Zero 
*Discounts will be offered 
Graduation Announcements 
need to be ordered by Friday, 
March 21st. Stop in the 
Bookstore or call 641-8262. 
Published by: 
Sell Publishing 
880 SW 15th St. 
Forest Lake, MN 55025 
For advertising or subscription information, please 
contact The Sword at: 
The Sword  
Concordia College 
275 Syndicate 
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A message from the President 
Band 
continued from page 8 
indoor botanical gardens were gorgeous!" 
said Sara Mulso, a senior in the bass clarinet 
section. 
After the night off in Nashville the band 
looked forward to finishing up the tour on 
a good note. Monica Martens, sophomore 
and clarinetist, was no exception. She com-
mented, "Our music was really starting to 
pull together after Nashville. I was 
impressed by our vast amount of improve- 
He is risen! 	He is risen, indeed! 
Throughout the centuries, Christians have used 
such words to confess their faith. In the face of 
human death, they believed in God given life. 
Each of us will celebrate Easter and enjoy 
vacation in a unique way. As a child, dying Easter 
eggs was what I liked most. It was great family 
fun to fill the cups with vinegar and water before 
plopping magic pills. With the coloring brew 
ready, my brothers, sister and I often competed 
for who could color the most beautiful egg or the 
most ugly. As I recall, the whole procedure was-
n't very reverent. Sacred symbolism got lost in 
family fun. 
Life can be like that. We can forget the holy. 
ment in ability over the span of a week!" 
A solid finale at three services in 
Madison, WI, concluded the tour of ten per-
formances over a nine day period. Not only 
did the band members return on a higher 
musical level and more closely united with 
one another, but the band members grew in 
immeasurable ways spiritually on this expe-
dition as well. 
Shannon Hecksel, sophomore and band 
chaplain, agreed, "More than anything else, I 
was amazed by the spiritual element of this 
On the other hand, holy time can encounter us in 
surprising ways. Coloring eggs was a sacred 
moment in the sense that siblings were building 
loving family memories that would last a lifetime. 
Such is Easter. Easter is the time when Christians 
hope for life rather than fear for death. Hope 
trusts God and embraces power beyond the lim-
its of time. Easter hope provides opportunity for 
caring communities to color eggs together, to cel-
ebrate life, and to look beyond the moment. May 
God bless you with Easter hope. 
President Bob Hoist 
tour. As the tour went on, our focus on 
Christ became clearer and clearer." 
Devotions preceding each performance 
allowed the band to remember who their 
most important audience was in and out of 
performances: the Giver and Creator of 
every life and talent within the band. 
An opportunity to bring glory and 
praise to Christ combined with musical 
instruments and good company is a sure 
recipe for a memorable Spring break. 
The Sword is the work of students and faculty with 
the help of God at Concordia College, St. Paul, MN. 
We welcome feedback from all readers both within 
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continued from page 1 
policy, and it is noted that both sides have seem-
ingly valid arguments. 
As a nonsmoker, maybe I have a slanted 
view but before you get upset with me, please 
take a moment and step back to consider BOTH 
sides of the issue. It has been taken into consid-
eration that there are some smokers who do 
want to quit and a program of education and sup-
port is currently under construction. 
Another comment that was made by a sur-
vey taker was that CSP should take a look at the 
smoking policies of other colleges and follow the 
norm. Penn State is 100% smoke-free, the 
University of South Florida is 100% smoke-free, 
and even St. Thomas, which right now is approxi-
mately 83% smoke-free is seriously considering 
going to 100%. Many other colleges have smoke-
free residence halls too. Right now, out of the 
ten Concordia Universities and Colleges, there 
are only TWO that allow smoking in residence 
halls, and the other one is in Bronxville, NY. 
So for the 10-12% who do smoke, sorry for 
the inconvenience. My only advice is to suck it 
up and deal with it. Pun intended. 
God Bless! 
